iSo	THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC
his position in the civil service, One of the first members of the
old Pan-German League, he was the untiring advocate of expan-
sionism everywhere, and particularly by the dispossession of
unfortunate Poles from their holdings in Prussia,, in 1907 resigning
a high official post because the Ministry of the Interior would
not admit the possibility of a general policy of expulsion* His
admitted success as an administrator and his furious, unreasoning
"patriotism" secured him a seat on the board of Krupps, a
congenial place where the more tempestuously rose the waves of
provocative nationalism the swifter flowed in the orders for
armaments. At last business and political interests were happily
wedded. What he considered to be the ghastly errors in the
political conduct of the war led him to a new decision; as the
economists and the soldiers had been worsted by the politicians,
it was time that big business went into politics seriously, He
determined to become not a statesman but a political leader.*
Like Hitler, he had been immensely impressed with the achieve-
ments of a foreigner who had never hidden his light under a
bushel, but had added reflectors and magnifiers; his method of
approach to power as a politician was to seek to become Germany's
Northclifie. After much trouble he collected the necessary capital
and succeeded in obtaining a controlling interest in a publishing
company; in ten years' time he was a newspaper king, controlling
dozens of papers, dailies, weeklies, and monthlies^ film com-
panies, advertising agencies, publicity houses., and all the
machinery for national propaganda. Returned to the Constituent
Assembly and at every subsequent election, he was hailed by
the Nationalist leaders as a most useful servant It was that that
never ceased to rankle; he had entered politics not to serve but
to lead, and the patronizing attitude of the official leadership
roused in him all that heavy destructive rage which fills superior
talent when it is inhibited from asserting its superiority before
the social assumptions of less able men. Of his great business
talent there is no doubt; his organizations served his every interest
* It may be remarked that, if the republic had not been established, and so
opened careers to all the talents, there would not have been that amazing
unanimity on the part of the Hugenbergs and the Hitlers to "take up politics."

